| NT. LAYLA'S HOUSE - ANN ARBOR - MORNI NG

LAYLA SULLI VAN (18) a young, bright, high school student, is
staring at herself in her bedroommrror. She is BRUSH NG her
bl onde hair and maki ng sure she | ooks presentabl e.

Her expression is rather sonber. She has the | ook of soneone
with a lot on her mnd.

Layl a sets her hairbrush down on her bed and suddenly
receives a notification fromher PHONE. She grabs her phone
out of her pocket and reads the text.

"Hey, I'moutside.' - Daniel

Layl a sighs as she gets the text but quickly regains her
conposure. She puts her phone back into her pocket and opens
her bedroom door to head outsi de.

I NT./EXT. DANIEL'S CAR - LAYLA' S HOUSE - MORNI NG

DANI EL MCMANUS (18) a shy, kind of nerdy high school student,
is sitting alone in his car, outside of Layla's house in a
qui et subdi vi si on.

Daniel sits and waits in his car. Eventually, Layla energes
from her house and knocks on Daniel's car door. Daniel sees
Layla and | ets her inside.

LAYLA
Hey, sorry. Josh was hoggi ng the
shower this norning, | just got out.
DANI EL
(shrugs)

It's no problem It's just...really
good to see you.

LAYLA
(appr ehensi vel y)
Yeah. ..you too..

Dani el doesn't notice the change in Layla' s tone, as he's
busy SHI FTING his car into drive, and starting to nove his
car into the road.

| NT. /EXT. DANIEL'S CAR - ANN ARBOR - MORNI NG

Dani el DRIVES down the road in silence for a while, letting
silence spill over the car.



DANI EL
Haven't seen you in a while. You know,
not since...the other night.

LAYLA
Yeah, sorry. | wanted to talk to you,
but, | thought it best to give you
sone space. Plus, |'ve been super busy
trying to get ready for college. |
know nove-in is still along tinme from
now, but Swarthnore is a pretty big
place. | want to make sure |I'm
prepared with EVERYTHING | think I'm
going to try and plan a trip down
there with ny dad in a couple of weeks
just to get used to the structure of
everything. And we'll hopefully start
to figure out what it is that |I'm
bringing with ne down there, and |
want to make sure that | get
everything I want with ne right away.

As Layl a expl ains herself, Daniel tenses up and continues to
focus on the road as if he's not invested in the
conversation

Layl a doesn't notice that Dani el has seem ngly checked out.

LAYLA
(slightly giggling)
"1l be over in another state, so it's
not like I can just junp back hone for
anyt hing at any tinme.

Noticing the silence, Daniel returns to the conversation.

DANI EL
Yeah, that...that doesn't sound fun.

The silence returns nonmentarily.

DANI EL
(changi ng the subject)
Well, 1've got a great day planned for
us. | was thinking we could stop over

at JoJo's Diner for a quick bite to
eat, and then go for a nice walk in
t he park. Sound good?

Dani el | ooks over at Layla, who nods her head in approval.



LAYLA
(slightly confused)
Yeah. . . sounds fi ne.

Dani el smles and | ooks back over to the road. Layla
continues to ponder in silence.

LAYLA
Wiy are you doing this?

DANI EL
(curious)
What do you mean?

LAYLA
Al of this? This day, the plans,
everything? Wiy are you doing this for
me?

Dani el hesitates for a nmonent.

DANI EL
(cautiously)
| just want today to feel...normal.
want to spend tinme with you, and not
care about what's ahead. Ck?

LAYLA
.

Layl a nods her head in approval, but as Daniel turns his
attention back to the road, Layla continues to | ook at him
for a second | onger.

She finally | eaves Daniel alone, and turns her attention back
to the wndow, all the while FIDDLING wth a NECKLACE she's
wearing, running the piece of jewelry through her fingers.
INT. JQJO S DI NER - ANN ARBOR - MORNI NG

Cutting over to a new | ocation, Daniel and Layla have seated
t hensel ves at a local diner, JOQO S DI NER

The restaurant has the appearance of a slightly nore upscale

restaurant, but still has sonme vague el enents of a
traditional diner. There are sonme pieces of vintage 50's
menor abi lia hanging on the walls, like Iicense plates and

newspaper articles, and even a jukebox playing in the corner
currently playing "WHAT' S NEW PUSSYCAT?" by Tom Jones. But
the restaurant itself is large and able to house many nore
peopl e than a regul ar diner would. The restaurant is



relatively busy, with a crop of people wal king around the
mai n floor.

Dani el and Layla are seated at a booth by the wi ndow, both
are fiddling through nenus, trying to decide what to eat.

Layl a sets her nenu down and takes a quick | ook around the
di ner.

LAYLA
They seem a bit busy today.

Dani el | ooks up fromhis own nenu.

DANI EL
Yeah, they usually are on the weekend.
No school and everyt hing.

Just as Layla's about to gl ance back over at her nenu, a

WAl TRESS (|l ate 20s-early 30s) comes over to her and Daniel's
table. She is wearing a white apron and hol ding a not ebook
and pencil in her hand.

WAI TRESS
(smling)
Hello there, are you ready to order?

Layl a hands her nmenu over to Daniel, who goes to hand both of
themto the waitress

DANI EL
Un yes. | will have the two eggs,
scranbled, with a side of hash browns.

WAl TRESS
(noddi ng)
Excellent. And for the m ss?

Layl a ponders her decision for a nonent.
LAYLA
Un | think I'lIl go for the vegan
scranble with no onions.

Dani el nods at this but gives Layla a PUZZLED | ook.

WAl TRESS
Ckay, food should be ready in a few



DANI EL/ LAYLA
(si mul taneousl y)
Thank you.

Just as the waitress is about to | eave, she circles back to
gl ance over at Daniel and Layla again.

WAl TRESS
(slightly giggling)
| nmust say before | go, you two nake
an ador abl e coupl e.

Layla's eyes light up when the waitress nmakes her comment.

LAYLA
(correcting)
Ch, actually, we-

DANI EL
(interrupting)
Thank you. Yeah, we've, we've been
t oget her all throughout high school.
We net freshman year, started dating,
four years, and haven't | ooked back.

As Dani el explains his and Layla's history together, Layla
puts on a slightly fake smle for the waitress.

The waitress COOS at Daniel's story.

WAI TRESS
Oh, that's wonderful! You two going
off to coll ege together?

Daniel's tone slightly changes, but he naintains a slight
smle.

DANI EL
Un no. Unfortunately. I'mstaying in
M chi gan, but Layla's going over to
Swart hnore Col | ege in Pennsyl vani a.

Dani el MOTI ONS over to Layla, who RAISES her hand in
confirmation.

LAYLA
"' mstudying |iberal arts.
WAl TRESS
Qoh, that's exciting. Well, | w sh you

both best of luck with the future, and



"1l be back in a jiff wth your food.

LAYLA
Al right, thank you

The waitress |l eaves with their order in hand. As Layla and
Dani el get re-situated in their booth, Daniel starts to LAUGH
alittle.

DANI EL
(slightly curious)
Si nce when do you order that?

LAYLA
(1 ooki ng up, confused)
Hn?

DANI EL
VEGAN scranbl e? | once saw you eat a
bucket and a half of chicken w ngs on
a dare! Since when did you go vegan?

LAYLA
(shruggi ng)
Oh, | don't know. College is comng
up, | wanted to try new things. Is

that a probl en?

DANI EL
(nonchal antly)
Oh, no. Not at all. Just curious. Not
what | expected you to order, that's
it.

Layl a nods her head, satisfied with Daniel's response.

LAYLA
|"ve been wanting to try a | ot of new
things lately, and | really feel like

this is the tinme to be doing that.

DANI EL
Yeah, | agree. It's your life. You owe
it to yourself to shake it up a
little.

Layl a nods but gets a | ook of concern. Once again, Layla
absentm ndedly starts to fiddle with the necklace she's
wear i ng.



EXT. BANDEMER PARK - ANN ARBOR - MORNI NG
Layl a and Daniel are taking a nice wal k i n BANDEMER PARK

Dani el casually takes Layla's hand into his own. Layla
notices this and grows a | ook of surprise, and slight
annoyance, but chooses not to say anyt hing.

The two walk in silence for alittle bit.

LAYLA
(curiously)
|'ve been meaning to ask, how s the
pl anni ng for coll ege goi ng?

DANI EL
(sounding a little nervous)
Un It's going. Still trying to settle
on what classes |I'mgoing to be
taking. | know you've got all that
figured out, but I"'mstill trying to

deci de on a nmj or.

Layl a can sense Daniel's nerves, and gives hima friendly
smle to try and cal m hi m down.

LAYLA
Don't worry, it'll come to you
DANI EL
(si ghing)
| hope so. | gotta be honest,
everyt hing about this is freaking ne
out .
LAYLA
How so?
DANI EL
| nmean, everything' s changing. |'mso

used to the sane routine every day,
seei ng the sane people, doing the sane
things, and in a few nonths, all that
will be different.

LAYLA
(trying to sound positive)
Yeah, but it'll be a good different. |

mean, ny sister was pretty freaked out
at first too, but she got into it
eventual |l y.



Daniel listens to what Layla is saying, but still maintains a
| ook of uncertainty.

LAYLA
You'll be fine. | prom se.

DANI EL

(si ghing)
| hope so.

Layla can tell that Daniel doesn't want to tal k about his
col l ege dreans, so she decides to tal k about her own.

LAYLA
" m | ooking forward to it, | know that
much.

DANI EL
That's a relief. | can't wait to hear

all about it when you get there.

Layla's face reads a | ook of qguilt.

LAYLA
(quilty)
Yeah. ..
As Daniel |ooks forward to where the park trail will |ead

them Layla quietly starts to | ook away from Dani el

DANI EL
It will be weird not seeing you every
day t hough.

Layl a continues to | ook away.
EXT. BANDEMER PARK BENCH - ANN ARBCOR - MORNI NG

After wal king for a while, Daniel and Layla have finally
settl ed down on a park bench, and once again, silence has
fallen over them

Layla | ooks to be still lost in thought of everything she and
Dani el had been tal ki ng about throughout the day and isn't
trying to push forward any conversati ons.

LAYLA
(gazi ng out)
The flowers | ook beautiful.

Dani el SM LES and | ooks over at Layla with love in his eyes.



DANI EL
Not as beautiful as you.

Layla was paying little attention until Daniel said that. She
VWH PS her head around to face him eyes slightly w dened.

Dani el takes Layla's head in his hands.

DANI EL
(softly)
| ove you so much

Before Layla can say anything, she and Daniel's |ips neet
together in a KISS. Despite Layla starting to enjoy the kiss,
she still breaks it.

LAYLA
(slightly panting)
| can't.
DANI EL

(confused)
Hnf?

Layl a takes a nonent to catch her breath.

LAYLA
| said |l can't. | can't do this
anynore, Daniel.

This was clearly not what Daniel wanted to hear. H's
confusion grows, and he | ooks to Layla with sadness in his
eyes.

DANI EL
(sad/ conf used)
But...l don't understand..

Layla starts to get frustrated, as Daniel isn't understandi ng
her point, and starts to rise fromthe bench to | ook down at
Dani el .

LAYLA
(slightly angry)
Real | y? You don't renenber what we
tal ked about a few days ago? The | ast
time we saw each other?

DANI EL
(slightly nervous)
.l didn't think that was set in



10.

stone. | thought we just had a fight.

Dani el also gets up fromthe bench to try and talk to Layl a.
He REACHES his armout to cal mher, but Layla refuses to
accept it.

LAYLA
(still angry)
Yes, we DI D have a fight, and at the
end of the fight, I told you, that |
thought it was best if we broke up.

DANI EL
(expl ai ning hinsel f)
Wel |, yeah. You said you THOUGHT we
shoul d break up, you never said we
actual ly did.

LAYLA
(softly yelling)
Real | y? Because | thought | nade it
perfectly clear! And then you're
trying to treat today as if nothing
had happened between us |ike
everyt hing was back to nornmal!

DANI EL
| just wanted to have a nice day with
you!

LAYLA
You were trying to get ne to change ny
m nd about us! I'msorry, Daniel. |
really am but | nmeant what | said the
ot her night. Do you want confirnmation?
"1l give it to you right now It's
over!

Dani el |ooks on at Layla and is starting to get frustrated
with her.

DANI EL
(angry) | | |
Y-you're not even going to give this a
chance? What about | ong-distance? Wat
about texts? O e-mails?

LAYLA
(1 ooki ng away)
You know t hose rel ati onshi ps never
wor k out .
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DANI EL
Not al ways, but sonme of them do. Don't
you think we owe it to ourselves to at
| east try?

Layla turns back to face Daniel.

LAYLA
(frustrated)
Stop nmaking this harder than it
al ready i s!

DANI EL
I"'mtrying to come up with a solution
her e!
LAYLA
(yel l'i ng)

| don't WANT a sol uti on!

As Layla says this, the pain in Daniel's face is shown nore
clearly. He's SHOCKED to hear Layla say sonething like this.

Layla starts to cal mdown and catch her breath

LAYLA
| don't want a boyfriend that |ives
hundreds of mles away. | need a real

connection, Daniel. Soneone | can
depend on and see every day.

DANI EL

(confused/ angry)
So you just want to throw everything
we' ve been through away just I|ike
THAT?! Four years together, and you
want to just let that go? I'mstill
not understanding this, Layla. Wuat is
it about ne that makes you want to run
away fromthis so badly?

LAYLA
(soundi ng synpat hetic)
Not hing. It's nothing you did Dani el
or anything I did. It's nore so what |
HAVEN T done.

Dani el 's anger starts to die down as well, as he's now
concerned for Layla and what she's referring to.



DANI EL
What's THAT supposed to nean?

Layl a si ghs.

Dani el
still

Dani el

LAYLA
Daniel, college is supposed to be that
time in your life when you get to
di scover who you REALLY are. And
honestly, | don't know very much about
mysel f right now.

and Layla sit back down on the bench, wth Daniel
listening to Layla closely.

LAYLA
(expl ai ni ng)
| coasted through ny classes, | didn't
take very many chances, and nore
inmportantly, I'"mnot really sure what

exactly it is | want for ny life. Wat
| DO know is that | owe it to nyself
to discover who | truly am before

commt to anything else. | know that
don't want to spend ny entire life in
M chigan, | don't want to be stuck

behi nd a desk every day.

NODS along with Layla's points with a | ook of

under st andi ng.

Dani el

LAYLA
| want to travel, | want to neet new
people, | want to actually experience

what the world has to offer, and | earn
nmore about nyself along the way, and
the only way for ne to truly do
that...is if | do it by nyself.

| ooks away from Layl a, saddened by her response,

under st andi ng her point.

DANI EL
Wy ?

LAYLA
(calmy)
Because...there are certain things |
need to find out about nyself al one.
Things | haven't even told you
about . ..

12.

but
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Dani el turns back to face Layla w th newfound confusion.

DANI EL
Layla, you're still not naking any se-

LAYLA
(interrupting)
| like girls.

Layl a's response STUNS Dani el, and he REELS back on the bench
to support hinself.

DANI EL
(shocked)
| - what ?
LAYLA
(correcting herself)
Well, | mean. | like guys AND girls. |
l'i ke bot h.

Daniel is at a | oss for words.

DANI EL
Um ..
LAYLA
(cutting Daniel off again)
"I know, | know, it's...it's a lot.
Trust ne, | didn't really connect the
dots until a while ago. | nean, | was

al ways curious about being with
another girl, but it wasn't until a
few nonths ago, that | realized
wanted to try it for nyself."

Dani el | ooks away again, still trying to process Layla's
conf essi on.

DANI EL
(amazed)
Ww. . .
LAYLA
(still explaining)

This may seem|li ke a new side of ne,
but it's just as newto ne as it is to
you. And | owe it to nyself to see
this through. | need to know if this
is what | really want, and it's better
to do it nowthan to have all these
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"What | fs" hanging around nmy head when
I"mforty or sonething.

Dani el is |ooking down at the ground. Tears are starting to
formin his eyes.

Dani el SIGHS, seemngly as a way to admt to hinself that
Layla is right.

Layl a beckons Daniel to face her again and takes his hands in
her own.

LAYLA
(affectionately)
| love you. | really, REALLY nean it,
Daniel. 1've |oved every mnute we've
been together. And naybe we ARE neant
to go the distance, | never said that
we weren't.

Dani el sadly nods.

DANI EL
There's a 'but' comng, isn't there?

Layla nods in confirmation.

LAYLA
But before | can truly say that | want
to be half of this heart...l need to

know what exactly ny half is.

Dani el breaks away from Layla's hold and hangs his head in
despair on the bench.

Layla quietly PATS himon the shoul der.

LAYLA
And you need to know YOUR hal f too,
and you will...l prom se.

Dani el SIGHS and gets up fromthe bench to face Layla. Layla
rises right after him

Dani el |ooks directly at Layla, still with LONGNGin his
eyes. But he nods his head, concedi ng defeat.

The two hug passionately for a nonent, wanting to savor the
| ast true noments of a relationship, that very well may never
cone to be again.
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I NT. /EXT. DANIEL'S CAR - ANN ARBOR - AFTERNOON

Dani el and Layla have both returned to Daniel's car. Daniel
is driving again in silence, and Layla is sadly | ooking out
t he wi ndow.

Dani el has a sad expression on his face, and can't even bear
to glance over at Layla. H s eyes appear to be a little m sty
as if he was on the verge of crying.

Layl a | ooks over at Daniel for a nonent, and she too is
starting to get enotional. She fiddles with her neckl ace

again and finally decides to pull it off.
Layl a sets her necklace on the armrest in between her and
Daniel. It's then that we get to see what is engraved on the
neckl ace.

"D+L Forever"

END



